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GUIDELINES FOR THE AWARD OF M.A.A.A.  WINGS 
 

1.  PURPOSE 
 

1.1 The purpose of this publication is to provide all affiliated members of the M.A.A.A. 
a documented standard and process for the award of M.A.A.A. Flight Proficiency 
Scheme Wings. 

 
 

2.  RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
2.1 The M.A.A.A. has a duty of care to affiliated model aircraft operators and clubs to           

specify conditions and regulations under which models are flown, so that a level of 
safety, that could reasonably be expected, is achieved.  

 
2.2 The State Association is responsible to maintain records of proficiency ratings of 

their affiliate members for Bronze Wings, Gold Wings and M.A.A.A. Instructor 
rating. 

 
2.3 The State Association is responsible to advise the M.A.A.A. Secretary of any new 

proficiency ratings of their affiliate members on a regular basis. 
 

2.4 The State Senior Flight Instructor is responsible to advise the State Association of 
the names of those affiliate members that attain the Gold Wings and/or Instructor 
ratings. 

 
2.5 Clubs and/or Instructors shall advise the State Association the names of affiliate 

members that attain the Bronze Wings rating. 
 

2.6 The State Association is responsible for the distribution of the necessary forms and 
documents for the M.A.A.A. Flight Proficiency Scheme. 

 
 
3. DEFINITIONS 

 
Affiliate Member A person properly affiliated with a Club that is 

properly affiliated to an M.A.A.A. Ordinary Member. 
 
Instructor An Affiliate Members who has been appointed or 

recognised by his/her Club and/or State Association 
to be competent to instruct Club members. See also 
the M.A.A.A. Instructor definition. 

 
M.A.A.A. Model Aeronautical Association of Australia Inc. 
 
M.A.A.A. Ordinary Member A State Association properly affiliated with the 

M.A.A.A. Inc 
 
M.A.A.A. Instructor An Affiliate Member who has successfully 

completed an M.A.A.A. Instructor training course. 
 
Model Aircraft See Dictionary 
 
Ordinary Member See M.A.A.A. Ordinary Member 
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Radio Controlled Model Aircraft A non-man-carrying remote controlled device 
capable of sustained flight in the atmosphere not 
exceeding the weight limitations established in the 
M.A.A.A. Manual of Procedures. The operators of 
such devices shall maintain control without the 
assistance of onboard autopilots or navigation 
systems that would allow for autonomous flight. The 
operators of Radio Control devices shall maintain 
visual contact with the device during the entire flight 
operation.  

 
State Association See M.A.A.A. Ordinary Member 
 

 
 4.  TYPE OF M.A.A.A. WINGS/RATINGS 

 
4.1 Fixed Wing Aircraft 

M.A.A.A.  Bronze and Gold wings are awarded for demonstrated proficiency to 
specified levels in flying radio-controlled fixed-wing aircraft. 

 
4.1.1 Bronze Wings is a standard that the M.A.A.A. regards as being suitable 

for flying solo. 
 

4.1.2 Gold Wings is the standard that the M.A.A.A. regards as being suitable for 
flying at a public display. 

 
4.2 Helicopters. 

M.A.A.A. Bronze and Gold wings are awarded for demonstrated proficiency to 
specified levels in flying radio-controlled helicopters. 

 
4.3 M.A.A.A. Instructor 

The M.A.A.A. Instructor’s rating is awarded for demonstrated proficiency to Gold 
Wing standard, proven knowledge in instructional training as specified in the 
M.A.A.A. Instructor’s Manual and knowledge of Rules and Regulations relating to 
the flying of model aircraft. 

 
 
5.  BASIS OF DETERMINATION OF PROFICIENCY. 
 

5.1 Fixed Wing Powered Aircraft. 
Proficiency in flying of radio controlled fixed wing powered aircraft is determined 
by assessing the way the pilot executes the procedures/manoeuvres listed on the 
“Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet - Fixed Wing Power Bronze Wings”, 
M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA016, and “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet - 
Fixed Wing Power Gold Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA017. See Annexes A1 
and A2. 
 

5.2 Glider Aircraft. 
Proficiency in flying of radio controlled glider aircraft is determined by assessing 
the way the pilot executes the procedures/manoeuvres listed on the “Flight 
Requirements & Test Check Sheets - Glider Bronze Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. 
MAAA018, and “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet - Glider Gold Wings”, 
M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA019. See Annexes B1 and B2. 

 
5.3 Helicopters.  

The basis for determining proficiency in flying radio-controlled helicopters is 
determined by assessing the way the pilot executes the procedures/manoeuvres 
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listed on the “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheets - Helicopter Bronze 
Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA020,  “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet 
- Helicopter Gold Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA021 and “Flight Requirements 
& Test Check Sheets - Helicopter Gold Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA022.  
See Annexes C1, C2 and C3. 

 
 
6.  ASSESSMENT OF PROFICIENCY 
 

6.1 The testing of proficiency of a candidate for the award of either Gold or Bronze 
Wings must be assessed by at least one M.A.A.A. Instructor (fixed wing or 
helicopter as appropriate).  

 
6.2 The Senior Flight Instructor of each State/Territory Association controls the 

awarding of M.A.A.A. Instructor proficiency ratings. 
 
  
7. AWARD OF WINGS 

 
Note: The one-week between tests does not apply if a session is interrupted or ended 

by weather or other circumstances beyond the candidate's control.   
 
7.1 General 

Following the successful completion of the test the examining Instructor shall 
ensure that the appropriate “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet” form or 
the form provided in the Trainee Pilot Logbook is completed, signed and sent to 
the State/Territory Association to enable the maintenance of records and 
distribution of the Wings. 

 
7.2 Bronze Wings 

7.2.1 Fixed Wing Aircraft - Powered.   
Bronze wings are awarded by an M.A.A.A. Instructor when the member 
demonstrates in the course of one session, which shall include the theory 
and flight requirements, that he/she has the competent basic skills set out 
in the “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet - Fixed Wing Power 
Bronze Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA016.  See Annex A1. 

 
At least one week must elapse between consecutive tests of a candidate 
for bronze wings.  

 
7.2.2 Glider Aircraft.   

Bronze wings are awarded by an M.A.A.A. Instructor when the member 
demonstrates in the course one session, which shall include the theory 
and flight requirements, that he/she has the competent basic skills set out 
in the “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet - Glider Bronze Wings”, 
M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA018. See Annex B1. 

 
7.2.3 Helicopters.   

Bronze wings are awarded by an M.A.A.A. Instructor when the member 
demonstrates in the course of one session, which shall include the theory 
and flight requirements, that he/she has the competent basic skills set out 
in the “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet - Helicopter Bronze 
Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA021. See Annex C1. 
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7.3 Gold Wings. 
7.3.1 Fixed Wing Powered Aircraft.  
 Gold wings are awarded by an M.A.A.A. Instructor when the member 

demonstrates, in the course of one flying session comprising of up to four 
flights, that he/she has the competent basic skills to perform the 
manoeuvres listed the “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheet - Fixed 
Wing Power Gold Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA017.  See Annex A2.  

 
 Procedures and manoeuvres common to all flights shall be assessed on 

every flight to confirm consistency of standard.  (One good landing out of 
four would not be acceptable).  

 
 At least one week must elapse between testing sessions of a candidate.  
 
7.3.2 Glider Aircraft 
 As for Fixed Wing Powered Flight Gold Wings except that the 

manoeuvres are as listed in “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheets - 
Glider Gold Wings”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA020.  See Annex B2.  
 

7.3.3 Helicopter 
As for Fixed Wing Powered Aircraft except that the manoeuvres are listed 
in “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheets - Helicopter Gold Wings”, 
M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA022.  See Annex C2.  
 

7.4  M.A.A.A. Instructor Rating  
  

7.4.1  The certification and testing of M.A.A.A. Instructor Rating is supervised 
and controlled by the State Association’s Senior Instructor. 

 
7.4.2. Preferably Instructor trainees shall have some previous instructional 

experience and be nominated by their club to attend the appropriate 
training. 

 
7.4.3 Trainee Instructors will attend and successfully complete an M.A.A.A. 

Instructor’s course that will culminate in a written text based on Rules and 
Regulations and the M.A.A.A. Instructor’s Manual. 

 
7.4.4 To be eligible to be considered for an M.A.A.A. Instructor the Trainee shall 

be of Gold Wings flight proficiency.  Senior Instructors need to be mindful 
of the fact that some pilots that have Gold Wings may not have the 
necessary experience for Instructor rating as it is necessary for Instructors 
to have a high proficiency standard with the type of models that members 
normally start their training.   

 
7.4.5 To qualify for the M.A.A.A. Helicopter Instructor the member must also 

demonstrate that he/she has the competent basic skills to perform the 
manoeuvres listed “Flight Requirements & Test Check Sheets - Helicopter 
Instructor Rating”, M.A.A.A. Form No. MAAA022.  See Annex C3. 

 
 
8.  SUPPLY OF WINGS  
 

The M.A.A.A. Secretary retains stocks of wings for State Associations to obtain stock. 
 

8.1 Bronze wings  
Bronze Wings may be supplied to a club for distribution to their members by the 
M.A.A.A. through the State Association, or directly by the State Association, at a 
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cost determined by the M.A.A.A. Council. A levy may not be charged for testing 
for bronze wings proficiency nor are wings to be sold.   
 
A cost may be imposed for the supply of a replacement set of Bronze Wings. 
 

8.2 Gold Wings 
Gold Wings are distributed by the State Senior Flying Instructor. Gold Wings shall 
be supplied to the State Associations at a cost determined by the Executive.  The 
wings may not be sold. 
 
There is a charge for the supply of Gold Wings. 

 
8.3 M.A.A.A. Instructor Wings 

M.A.A.A. Instructor Wings are distributed by the 
State/Territory Senior Flying Instructor. M.A.A.A. 
Instructor Wings shall be supplied to the State 
Associations at a cost determined by the 
Executive.  The wings may not be sold.
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 ANNEX A1 
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ANNEX A2 
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ANNEX B1 ANNEX B1 
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ANNEX B2 
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ANNEX C1 ANNEX C1 
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ANNEX C2 
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ANNEX C3 
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