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Saturday 23 November 2019 a group of young people and their carers 
from Focus on Youth came to TMAC Inc for an introduction to 
aeromodelling. There were 10 young people (1 in a wheelchair), and 4 
carers attended. This was a last-minute visit so there was not a lot of time 
to organise helpers. There was a good time had by those young people 
who tried the simulator (thanks to those who assisted with this part of the 
morning), and after a talk regarding the operation of a radio controlled 
model aircraft the young people and one of their carers was given the 
opportunity to take part in a flying lesson.  

I would like to extend my thanks to those members who assisted in 
particular to Macklin Dodd son of Tyson who spoke to the group as well 
as giving a flying demonstration. 

Focus on Youth would like to make this an annual event for their young 
people.   

Will Sipma. 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

Complements of the Season 
As TMACôs 51st year closes, this is the last report before the New Year, so please have a safe break and 
spend time with your family; after all, they may be the ones who approve your aeromodelling budget. As 
per below, perhaps a glider this year? 

Fire Bans and Field Closures 
A big thanks to members for your compliance with the field closure in November.  Thanks also to the 
Committee for their hard work monitoring the Fire Emergency declaration, so we were able to reopen as 
soon as it was lifted. 
The Committee is also considering an Operational By-Law to give clarity on file closures due to fire risk. 
The Committee continues to monitor the Fire Risk levels and keep members informed. 
Please note that there is a Total Fire Ban in force for Brisbane until 2359 Sunday 8th December, so no 
Turbine operations unfortunately.  Full marks to those that got out their Ducted fan models to feel the need, 
the need for speed.  Great to hear a Rossi engine on pipe again at Porter Field; unfortunately there was a 
loss into the trees due to an engine quitting unexpectedly. 

Event Calendar 2020 
We have published the 2020 Events Calendar in this edition of the Transmitter. Copies will be posted at 
Porter Field after New Year. 
The first event for 2020 is the Glider Day coordinated by Graham Matthews on Sunday 16th February. 

Obligations under Porter Field Area Approval 
Just a reminder about your obligations under the Porter Field Area Approval. Please assume that non-
members may be around at any time. Just like making threats to aviation at airports, do not make jokes 
about these requirements at any time: 

¶ Radio Range Check. Pilots shall successfully complete a range check as per the manufacturerôs 
recommendation prior to the first flight of the day. 

¶ Fail-safe Check. Pilots shall test the radio fail-safe function (where fitted) for correct operation prior 
to the first flight of the day. 

¶ Pre-flight Air-worthiness Check. Pilots shall conduct a pre-flight check of aircraft prior to every flight 
to ensure airworthiness. All control surfaces are to be checked to ensure they are not binding and are 
operating correctly. 

¶ Height Limit. The maximum height limit is 400ft AGL at Porter Field. 

Contacting CASA 
Just a reminder to members about contacting or discussing club issues directly with CASA.  We have had 
case of CASA being told about a crash, which would not normally require reporting to MAAA; that is, inside 
the perimeter of Porter field,  no injuries, or damage to property.  Just a slightly damaged ego. 
As directed by the MAAA, all correspondence to CASA is to go through the TMAC Secretary to the MAAA. 

TMAC General Meetings 
General meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month except January.  

The next General meeting will be held at 7:30pm on Wednesday 5th February. 

Carina Leagues Club has been very generous in allowing TMAC to use their rooms at no charge, so if you 
can return the favouar by spending $2 to become a Social Member until 2021, it would be greatly 
appreciated by the Club. For membership information, go here. 

http://www.carinaleaguesclub.com.au/members-info/join-the-club/
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CARINA LEAGUES CLUB MEMBERSHIP INCLUSIONS 

V Bullseye Rewards Program. 
V Membership discounts on all Bistro, Cafe and Bar 

purchases. 
V Entries into Friday night cash draws.  
V Inclusion in weekly membership draws every 

Wednesday night and Saturday afternoon. 
V Inclusion in weekly gaming promotions from 1:00PM 
ï 2:30PM Tuesday to Friday. 

V Courtesy Bus pickups & drop offs Tuesday to 
Sunday. 

V $5 Birthday voucher during the month of your 

Birthday. 

Reporting Crashes outside Porter Field Boundary 
Finally, a reminder that you must provide a written report to the Secretary, if you crash an aircraft outside 
the Porter Field boundary, if anyone is injured, or if property is damaged. Remember, never admit liability; 
leave it to our insurers.   
Providing a report is not a reflection on the pilot, but provides a record in case the club is served with a 
claim against the MAAA insurance policy. 

For Safety ς Restrain your aircraft! 
If you have any questions or issues, please contact me (president@tmac.asn.au). 
 
Regards, 
Phil Gartshore  
President. 
 

mailto:president@tmac.asn.au
mailto:president@tmac.asn.au


 

4 
 

bƻǊŦƻƭƪ LǎƭŀƴŘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 

The Tingalpa Model Aero Club held its 7th Norfolk Challenge on Norfolk Island in October. The event was 
supported by members of the TMAC Inc as well as other Australian MAAA members. The challenge was 
the brainchild of the late Allen Danvers from the TMAC as well as Gary (Foxy) McCoy and Hayden Bell 
residents of Norfolk and country members of TMAC. 

After arriving on the Air New Zealand flight from Brisbane, there was 7 days of mainly magnificent weather 
which made the aeromodelling lots of fun as well as a little challenging at times which provided a few 
unplanned incidents. The main aircraft used were Bixler models because of their ease of shipping to the 
Island, although several others were also flown. 

As well as the main flying field adjacent to the Norfolk Island airport runway, there are several other spots 
including Kingston, Munna Point, Cemetery Beach, Ball Bay and the odd mowed paddock. 

 

A little information about Norfolk Island; where Norfolk Pines dominate along with beautiful sand stretches 
and picturesque views. Most of the coastline has to be viewed from above because of limited beach 
access. One spot you can access is Anson Bay. The most impressive beach is the sheltered Emily Bay on 
the southern side of the island, from which glass-bottom boats head out to the adjacent reef, or where you 
can take a leisurely swim. A variety of walking areas are available, such as the Hundred Acres in the south-
west corner. It is also a birdwatcher's dream with white terns turning up in numbers. Hundred Acres is next 
to an impressive line of massive Moreton Bay fig trees so the pines don't have it all their own way. On the 
island, you have to give right of way to cows, geese and dozens of chickens which roam free. Norfolk 
Island is truly a jewel in the South Pacific Ocean. 
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{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

Lease renewal: 
I am very happy to advise members that we have received notification from Brisbane City Council that our 

lease renewal application has been approved. Details are not available yet but I would expect the term to 

be no less than 4 years same as our current lease. I should have more on this sometime after Christmas. 

Lease extension: 
Accompanying the good news on the lease was more good news.  

You might remember back in May the club submitted another application to council for an extension to our 

lease area. This related to shifting the pipe and wire southern boundary fence of the helicopter area further 

to the south allowing rotary wing members more space and improved safety compliance to the 30 mtr rule 

in relation to public and aircraft.  

This too has also been granted and the committee is now in the process of seeking quotes from surveyors 

to mark out the new boundary line for relocation of the fence and supply us with a new lease plan showing 

the new land acquisition. 

MAAQ : 
You might be aware; the MAAQ has had some recent changes in committee. This is the committee as it 

stands currently.  

 

President Michael Hobson Vice President Greg Petherick 

Secretary Sean Ward Treasurer/Registrar  

Public Relations  Airflow Editor  

CFI Jeffrey Linton RC Administrator Vacant 

Free Flight 

Administrator 

Graham Maynard Control Line 

Administrator 

Mark McDermott 

 

Unfortunately, Darryl Gust gave notice of his resignation (as of the 1st of Dec) at the last general meeting 

from the position as RC Administrator. I would like to thank Darryl for his many years of service to the 

cause. His wealth of experience and passion for the sport will be very sadly missed.  

Code of Conduct: 
Iôll take this opportunity to remind members of the Code of Conduct that was created and voted into 

existence in 2014.   

The TMAC Code of Conduct is shown below and can also be found on the notice board at the field. It is 

based on key areas of our rules, bi-laws, MOPôs and Commonwealth Government legislation.  

 

To encourage and foster friendship between aero modelers .  
¶ (TMAC Rules) 

 Develop a spirit of co -operation and reciprocity in all matters of mutual interest.  
¶ (TMAC Rules) 

Respect the rights, dignity and worth of others.   
¶ (Com Gov legislation and MAAA M.O.P. 041) 

 Be ethical, fair and honest in all dealings with others.  
¶ (Com Gov legislation and MAAA M.O.P. 041) 

Be responsible and accountable for our conduct.  


