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Porter Field Closed
Queensland Health has, of 26 March,
revised and updated its Public Health
Directive to fall in line with other states and
the Prime Ministers announcement on
Tuesday night 14th March.
This new direction requires all Non-Essential
business activities or undertakings in the
state of Queensland to not operate the
activity until the expiry of the direction which
is 25th May 2020.
At such the committee met via skype hook up do discuss the
directive in full and decided its impact and action required.
As a registered club we fall into the category of recreation not sport
leaving no exceptions available to us like other categories.
It is with regret, (but with the welfare and safety of not just our own
members but visitors and general public in mind) that we the
committee again have to inform members of the temporary closure
Porter Field and the TMAC facility until further notice.
As of 11.59 pm on 26 March when this directive comes into effect
Porter Field will be closed to all members apart from maintenance
crew until the expiry of the directive as mentioned previously.
Fortunately or unfortunately, we are not the only club affected as
information from MAAQ and Facebook is that club closures are
wide spread.
Maybe this is the time to build that new model in the box under your
bed, If so don't forget to support your local hobby shop, their doing
it tough too.
We will continue to keep you updated as this plays out via email
and the website.
In the meantime please take care and stay safe we'll all be looking
forward to seeing each other and catching up when this is over.

President’s Report
TMAC General Meetings
General meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month except January, however the Carina
Leagues club has been closed indefinitely under the Queensland Government’s Health directive of 23rd
March.
The April General Meeting is therefore cancelled.
The Committee is examining the viability of holding the May General Meeting at Porter Field including
complying with the relevant Health directives in force at that time.
The Committee will keep you informed as we progress.

Porter Field Closed due to Coronavirus
The Committee has been examining the requirements to keep Porter Field open during the Coronavirus
crisis. After taking advice from the MAAQ, and other clubs in South East Queensland, along with the
Queensland Chief Health Officer’s directive effective from Midnight on 26th March, we have taken the
decision to close Porter Field. This is especially important given the membership demographic skew (see
below) where roughly half of our members are 60 or older and male, which puts those members in the high
risk group.

The directive is current until 19th May, so the Committee will continue to monitor the situation and keep
members informed. You are able to read the Chief Health Officer’s directives on the Queensland Health
site. The current directive is Non-essential business, activity and undertaking Closure Direction (No.2).

Queensland Parliament inquiry into Motor Recreational Activities
On Monday 21 October 2019 the Transport and Public Works Committee resolved to inquire into and report
to the Legislative Assembly on the contribution of the motor recreational activities (MRA) to Queensland,
and in doing so look at the volume and range of MRAs currently practiced by and available to the people of
Queensland.
Some of the Motor Recreational Activities currently enjoyed by Queenslanders are:
 Recreational flying.
 Engine powered models - including boats, aircraft, cars and now drone racing.
 Social or Marque car clubs - there are at least 183 registered car clubs in SEQ estimated to service
more than 150,000 members.






Competitive car clubs - these are venue based, known as Speedway, Drags and Circuit (including
go-karting), and non-venue based, such as rallying.
Circuit racing and historical motorcycle clubs.
Recreational and charity ride days.
Dirt motorcycle or motor cross clubs.

Submissions relating to Engine powered models were presented to the enquiry on the 16th March by the
MAAQ, Kingaroy, and Roma clubs. Their submissions can be viewed on the Inquiry site at:
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-committees/committees/TPWC/inquiries/currentinquiries/24MtrRecAct, and accessing broadcast Part 2.
The following is an excerpt of the presentation by the MAAQ President:
“The Model Aeronautical Association of Queensland is a state based association. We are part of a
national association called the Model Aeronautical Association of Australia. Our members consist of
around 66 clubs throughout Queensland. Two of our clubs include Roma and Kingaroy, who are in
attendance via videoconference.
Across those clubs there are probably around 2,000-plus participants with an interest in
aeromodelling. When I say aeromodelling, I am talking about model aircraft of all sizes, shapes and
varieties including radio control—that is, controlled with a transmitter—a control line which is
essentially on the end of a piece of string, free flight, indoor et cetera. It is a diverse group with
diverse membership from probably five or six years of age up to people in their 90s. It is spread
throughout the state.
We see quite a number of benefits through aeromodelling in terms of the social aspects. We have
clubs in Queensland with 250 members. There would be a group who are there every Wednesday
morning—a group of retirees—and it is a real social group. It is almost like a men’s shed with model
aeroplanes. That is the best example. If you go there on a Saturday morning there will be a different
group. There will be fathers and sons enjoying aeromodelling. It is a hobby that has something for
everyone. My own passion is large-scale aerobatics, but other guys love the detail of scale building
and things like that.
We have a number of threats. Those threats can be identified as threats to our flying facilities. We
need not a huge amount of land but a certain amount of space to fly in, with overfly areas. We are
quite strict on safety. We have a very strict manual of operating procedures very much focused on
safety. As I said, the main threat to us is infrastructure and facilities. That is what I think this
committee can highlight for us across the broader government. I am happy to speak to the benefits.
In addition to the social aspect, there is the economic activity that it generates with international
events. This weekend David was in Tin Can Bay. Next weekend there are events in Dalby and
Toowoomba. We have had quite large events that are supported by local councils in regional areas.
A lot of our events, given the nature of the activity, are in regional areas. I think there are good
economic benefits. Then the other aspect is getting kids involved in aviation at a young age in terms
of the technical aspects, whether it is dealing with small internal combustion motors or electronics.
There is a good story there for us to tell. I am happy to work through that during the course of
today’s presentation.”
A full transcript can be downloaded from the Inquiry site.

Event Calendar 2020
Unfortunately so far we had to cancel the Glider Day Event die to the weather, however this has been
rescheduled for September. Unfortunately, due to the Coronavirus, we now have substantial disruption.
Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, Carina Leagues Club has had to close. We are therefore cancelling the
April General meeting.
Please note the disruptions the upcoming events in the first half of 2020:
April.
 Wed 1.General Meeting. CANCELLED.
 Fri 10
Indoor Flying (Chandler Sports Centre 7:00pm – 10:00pm). CANCELLED.
 Sun 26
Bunnings Manly West fund raising BBQ. CANCELLED.

May


Wed 6
General Meeting. TO BE ADVISED.
o The Committee is examining Porter Field as a suitable Venue.
Fri 8
Indoor Flying (Chandler Sports Centre 7:00pm – 10:00pm). CANCELLED.
Sat 9
MAAQ General Meeting (Salisbury Hotel 2:00pm). TO BE ADVISED.
Sun 17
EDF Day (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm). Deferred until August.




June
 Wed 3
 Fri 8
 Sun 17

May 2020

April 2020

MONTH DATE

EVENT TYPE

EVENT DETAILS
General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club).
CANCELLED.
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm). CANCELLED.

Wed 1

Meeting

Fri 10

Night Event

Fri 10

Public Holiday

Good Friday. Porter Field Closed.

Sat 25

Public Holiday

Anzac Day. Porter Field Closed until 12.00 noon

Sun 26

Non-flying Event

Wed 6

Meeting

Fri 8

Night Event

Sat 9

MAAQ

Sun 10

Non-flying Event

Sun 17

Event

Sun 31

Newsletter

Wed 3

June 2020

General Meeting. TO BE ADVISED.
Indoor Flying (Chandler Sports Centre 7:00pm – 10:00pm). CANCELLED
Scale Day (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm).TO BE ADVISED.

Meeting

Bunnings Manly West fund raising BBQ. CANCELLED

CO-ORDINATOR
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127

Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490

Secretary
m: 0412 525 127

Secretary
m: 0412 525 127

Lois Collings
e: registrar@tmac.asn.au

General Meeting (TO BE ADVISED)

Secretary

Committee Meeting (6.30pm Conference Call)

m: 0412 525 127

INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm). CANCELLED.
MAAQ General Meeting (Salisbury Hotel 2:00pm)
(TO BE ADVISED)

Phil Collings

Mother's Day!

m: 0419 768 490

MAAQ Secretary
e: secretary@maaq.org

Secretary
m: 0412 525 127

EDF Day (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm). DEFERRED
UNTIL AUGUST
June Newsletter Published

Mark Kruse

(NOTE: Contributions close one week prior)

e: editor@tmac.asn.au

General Meeting (TO BE ADVISED)

Secretary

Committee Meeting (6.30pm Conference Call)

m: 0412 525 127

Phil Collings

Fri 12

Night Event

INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm). CANCELLED.

Sat 13

Maintenance

Working Bee (Porter Field 7.00am - 10:00am)

Sun 14

Event

SCALE DAY (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm). (TO BE
ADVISED). includes Peter Cutler Memorial Trophy

m: 0403 815 701

Peter Biddle.

m: 0419 768 490

Will Sipma
m: 0409 852 694
Phil Gartshore
m: 0407 070 263

Obligations under Porter Field Area Approval
Just reminder about your obligations under the Porter Field Area Approval. Please assume that nonmembers may be around at any time. Just like making threats to aviation at airports, do not make jokes
about these requirements at any time:
 Radio Range Check. Pilots shall successfully complete a range check as per the manufacturer’s
recommendation prior to the first flight of the day.
 Fail-safe Check. Pilots shall test the radio fail-safe function (where fitted) for correct operation prior
to the first flight of the day.
 Pre-flight Air-worthiness Check. Pilots shall conduct a pre-flight check of aircraft prior to every
flight to ensure airworthiness. All control surfaces are to be checked to ensure they are not binding
and are operating correctly.
 Height Limit. The maximum height limit is 400ft AGL at Porter Field.

Grants Success
The works associated with the grant under the Brisbane City Council Access and Inclusion Community
Partnership Program Success program is now complete. Thanks to all members for their cooperation
during this time.
Committee members are preparing the acquittal documentation to return to Council.

Looking After Ourselves
As the days, weeks and months progress the single most important thing will be looking after our mental
health, so in turn we can look after what is important in our lives and make sound decisions.
“The “social isolation” that comes from an extended period at home can impact people in a number of
ways. Some activities are simply harder to do working that way and sap energy, people are known to work
longer hours as the work is right there, and people don’t take the natural breaks needed to remain
productive through the day. Essentially, we miss the familiarity provided by the natural rhythm of the office
environment.
Below are a few suggestions to help you both during business hours and more broadly:
1. Maintain regular contact with family and friends
 Social interaction is important; technology can help us all stay
close
2. Stay connected to your colleagues
 Have a virtual coffee.
 Use video.
 Set up a buddy system and check in daily .
3. Limit media exposure, and use only reliable sources (e.g.)







https://www.health.gov.au/
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/
Australian Government COVID19 App available from
Apple or Google
Keeping informed is good; non-stop news is not.

4. Take care of yourself to reduce stress and increase immunity
 Get enough sleep, eat well and exercise if you can.
5. Share your strength … and your concerns
 If you feel great, help someone out; if you do not feel great,
accept help.
 Speak to someone: a friend, or a colleague.
6. Maintain a balanced sense of achievement
 Have a to do list for the day.
 Take a break when you have ticked something off. Don’t feel guilty if you do something
personal e.g. a phone call you have to make, wash the dishes etc.
 When you have finished it all, prepare the plan for tomorrow and then stop.
And please, please, please if you or your family has concerns or need help, reach out.

Reporting Crashes outside Porter Field Boundary
Finally a reminder that you must provide a written report to the Secretary if you crash an aircraft outside the
Porter Field boundary, if anyone is injured, or if property is damaged. Remember, never admit liability;
leave it to our insurers.
Providing a report is not a reflection on the pilot, but provides a record in case the club is served with a
claim against the MAAA insurance policy.

For Safety – Restrain your aircraft!
Regards Phil Gartshore (President) Questions - please contact me (president@tmac.asn.au)

Secretary’s Report
Happy Easter to everyone!
Lease renewal:
As at time of writing we have had no further news from Brisbane City Council regarding our lease renewal.
Not to worry though as I’m told that it will happen, just in BCC time and this is normal.

By-laws update:
Our March meeting signaled voting time on the proposed updated By-Laws 16 “Code of Conduct” & 19
“Operations during a Total Fire Ban or declared fire emergency”.
Both By-Laws resulted in a unanimous vote of acceptance on the night.

Containers for change:
Thanks to the efforts of Pat and Lynne Wilson our club is now registered with Containers for Change. As
well as recycling soft drink cans from the canteen, members can also donate cash to the club through
recycling as well.

B.C.C Maintenance works:
For those members who were not aware, Brisbane City Council has been conducting a works program
around our buildings for free. This has been completed and we can now enjoy the benefits of new stairs
leading up to the viewing area above the bunker and canteen, freshly painted fencing, railings at stairs into
the pits and steel structures.

Grants:
Work on the new Disabled Parking bay areas at the western and eastern end of the car park has now been
completed and signed off thanks to the Brisbane City Council grant and Will Sipma his crew of helpers.
There could still be some small items to be completed (one never knows what Will has on his mind) but by
far the major works are now in place and usable.

Heli v Fixed wing on main runway:
This seems to raise its head on average once a year, so I’ll clarify for any new members.
The main runway is there for the use of both fixed wing and rotary wing aircraft at all times. It is a shared
zone during operational hours and operates the same way continuously in that all aircraft must fly in a
circuit and in the same direction, unless pilot to pilot communications can mutually agree upon an alternate
circuit or other course of action i.e. one does aerobatics in the middle of the field while the other does
circuits around the outside. Communications is the key!

Solar system repairs:
Over the past few weeks we have been having trouble with one of the inverters linked to the solar panels
on the roof of the viewing deck. This has been causing loss of power in the canteen. Expert advice has
been sort on the matter and the result is we will need to replace the faulty unit.
Fortunately, with the Covid19 closure, impact will be minimal, however depending on talks with BCC we
may be looking to issue a notice of motion for funds to replace the unit between now and when we can
open our doors again. We will keep you posted as we know more.

Finally,
All of your committee try very hard to keep improvements happening and be up to date and on top of
unfolding events and regulations affecting us. The last 6 months have seen unprecedented times in the
latter not seen in our generation. First the effects of fires killing many of our country men and women and
now a virus proving just as deadly if not more potentially if complacency takes over.

Closing our facility is the final action a committee would ever want to consider. It’s not taken lightly, is only
ever considered in the absence of all other options or we are directed to do so as we have now from both
state and national level.
Remember, as with the fire ban, it’s temporary, we will get through it.
We love our hobby to!
Stay safe and look after your health and family.

Noel Stewart (secretary@tmac.asn.au)

WARBIRDS / SCAF EVENT MARCH 8TH.
The weekend of the 7th – 8th of March 2020 heralded in the
running of the first event for the year being the Warbirds day
invitational with the Southern Cross Warbirds members on the
Sunday.
For those of you that may not know, Southern Cross Air Force
is a club without a home so to speak made up of members
from other clubs across Queensland that have a passion for
and are dedicated to the building and flying of replica warbirds.
The general rule is that aircraft must be a reasonable replica
of an aircraft that has flown and served in a theater of war.
SCAF relies on other clubs and their members to host events
across the calendar year with TMAC being the first for the year
in March.
Twenty three pilots from as far north as Tin Can Bay and south to Coffs Harbor signed the register to fly on
Sunday.
It was great to see that word has spread and more visitors elected to take advantage of the camping
facilities available. Jason from Wings over the downs drove all the way from Pittsworth to set up his stall
selling all sorts of aeromodelling parts, kits, planes, engines and more.
The weather on Saturday was kinder than Sunday and our visitors from Coffs Harbor made the most of the
challenging wind conditions to make their trip north worthwhile.
Sunday morning early brought the best conditions then not long after 9.00am the south easterly gradually
increased to the point where everyone had had enough or damaged their aircraft. We all took aa break for
the SCAF meeting at 11.00am and lunch put on by Pat and Lynne Wilson and began to pack up and head
home.
Thanks to all the canteen staff for providing the sustenance
and keeping our human batteries charged.
It was good to see a few more travelling the distance and
camping for the weekend. We always seem to enjoy the
comradery a few drinks and the camp fire where we can.
That’s what life’s all about. Looking forward to next year’s
SCAF event at TMAC and the other SCAF fly ins this year
once we get through this Coronavirus lockdown. See our web
site for more photos.
Noel Stewart.

2020 TMAC Event Calendar

August 2020

July 2020

June 2020

May 2020

April 2020

MONTH DATE

EVENT TYPE

EVENT DETAILS
General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club).
CANCELLED.
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm). CANCELLED.

Wed 1

Meeting

Fri 10

Night Event

Fri 10

Public Holiday

Good Friday. Porter Field Closed.

Sat 25

Public Holiday

Anzac Day. Porter Field Closed until 12.00 noon

Sun 26

Non-flying Event

Wed 6

Meeting

Fri 8

Night Event

Sat 9

MAAQ

Bunnings Manly West fund raising BBQ. CANCELLED
General Meeting (TO BE ADVISED)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Conference Call)
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm). CANCELLED.
MAAQ General Meeting (Salisbury Hotel 2:00pm)
(TO BE ADVISED)

Sun 10

Non-flying Event

Mother's Day!

Sun 17

Event

Sun 31

Newsletter

Wed 3

Meeting

Fri 12

Night Event

Sat 13

Maintenance

Sun 14

Event

Wed 1

Meeting

Fri 10

Night Event

Sun 19

Event

Fri 31

Newsletter

Wed 5

Meeting

Fri 14

Night Event

Sun 16

Event

EDF Day (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm).

Sat 22

MAAQ

MAAQ General Meeting (Salisbury Hotel 2:00pm)
includes Annual General Meeting

EDF Day (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm). DEFERRED
UNTIL AUGUST
June Newsletter Published
(NOTE: Contributions close one week prior)
General Meeting (TO BE ADVISED)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Conference Call)
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm). CANCELLED.
Working Bee (Porter Field 7.00am - 10:00am)
SCALE DAY (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm). (TO BE
ADVISED). includes Peter Cutler Memorial Trophy
General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm)
(2nd Friday of the month, unless advised otherwise)
ELECTRIC FLY-IN (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm)
August Newsletter Published
(NOTE: Contributions close one week prior)
General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm)
(2nd Friday of the month, unless advised otherwise)

CO-ORDINATOR
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Lois Collings
e: registrar@tmac.asn.au
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
MAAQ Secretary
e: secretary@maaq.org
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Mark Kruse
m: 0403 815 701
Peter Biddle.
e: editor@tmac.asn.au
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
Will Sipma
m: 0409 852 694
Phil Gartshore
m: 0407 070 263
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
Martin Homann
m: 0417 636 003
Peter Biddle
e: editor@tmac.asn.au
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
Mark Kruse
m: 0403 815 701
MAAQ Secretary.
e: secretary@maaq.org

September 2020

MONTH DATE

EVENT TYPE

EVENT DETAILS

CO-ORDINATOR

Wed 2

Meeting

Annual General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Carina Leagues Club)

Secretary
m: 0412 525 127

Fri 11

Night Event

INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm)
(2nd Friday of the month, unless advised otherwise)

Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490

Sat 19

Maintenance

Sun 20

Event

Wed 30

Newsletter

Wed 7

Meeting

December 2020

November 2020

October 2020

Fri 9

Night Event

Sat 10

Maintenance

Sun 11

Event

Sat 24

Overseas Event

Wed 4

Meeting

Fri 13

Night Event

Sat 14

MAAQ

Sat 14

Maintenance

Sun 15

Event

Sun 22

Non-Flying Event

Mon 30

Newsletter

Wed 2

Meeting

Fri 11

Night Event

Fri 25

Public Holiday

Working Bee (Porter Field 7.00am - 10am)
Glider Day (Porter Field 8.00am - 12.00 noon)
October Newsletter Published
(NOTE: Contributions close one week prior)
General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm)
(2nd Friday of the month, unless advised otherwise)
Working Bee (Porter Field 7.00am - 10:00am)
46 Size Warbirds Day (Porter Field 8:00am - 2:00pm)
ALLAN DANVERS CHALLENGE (Norfolk Island)
(NOTE. TBA event may be moved to August 2020
only)
General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm)
(2nd Friday of the month, unless advised otherwise)
MAAQ General Meeting (Salisbury Hotel 2:00pm)
Working Bee (Porter Field 7.00am -10:00am)
BI-PLANES & WARBIRDS (Porter Field 8.00am - 2.00pm)
Includes The Dave Summer’s Trophy
Christmas Dinner (11.00am - 3.00pm Porter Field)
December Newsletter Published
(NOTE: Contributions close one week prior)
General Meeting (7.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
Committee Meeting (6.30pm Carina Leagues Club)
INDOOR FLYING (Chandler Sports Centre 7.00pm 10.00pm)
(2nd Friday of the month, unless advised otherwise)
Christmas Day - Porter Field Closed

Will Sipma
m: 0409 852 694
Graham Matthews
m: 0438 367 905
Peter Biddle
e: editor@tmac.asn.au
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
Will Sipma
m: 0409 852 694
Aaron O'Neill
m: 0447 774 070
Will Sipma
m: 0409 852 694
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
MAAQ Secretary
e: secretary@maaq.org
Will Sipma
m: 0409 852 694
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
Lyn Wilson
m: 0417 493 785
Peter Biddle
e: editor@tmac.asn.au
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127
Phil Collings
m: 0419 768 490
Secretary
m: 0412 525 127

