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From the Editor. 
Apologies for being a bit late getting this out as I have been a bit 
busy lately. A few things to report on in this issue. Firstly the pro-
posed new club house project is finally underway. An overview of the 
project is on pages 6 & 7. We will keep you updated with progress. 
 
The inaugural EDF Jet day was held recently and what a successful 
day it was. See the report on page 4 and pictures on pages 8 & 9. 
 
Also note the working bee this coming weekend (Saturday 6th 
March) The last one was very successful with a significant amount of 
work done in a short period of time. You know the proverb—many 
hands make light work. The aim is to have the field looking its best 
for the coming events. 
 
Enough from me, fly safely. 

Peter Biddle 

All pictures in the Transmitter are taken by the editor unless otherwise 

noted. 

On The Cover 
Just some of the models represented at the recent Electric 
Ducted Fan (EDF) Jet day. This event was sponsored by 
Chad Barrett and his team from Xtreme Hobby and was a 
packed house, just check out the car park. 



 

From The President 
 
Welcome back for the New Year! I trust all have had a 
great Xmas break. Well it’s back to business for the 
clubs management committee. The committee has 
been working away and those at the February general 
meeting will be all up to date with what is happening. 
The major items at the meeting were the approval of 
funding for site works/preparation for the first stage of 
the bunker extensions and the advice that the BCC 
has approved in principle our request for adjustments 
to boundaries that increase our fly over areas.  
 
Over the next few months the committee are planning 
on beginning the earthworks and coming back to 
members with more information describing how this 
work and future stages are planned to progress. It is 
the start of a very large commitment for the club. The 
management committee need to review carefully the 
long term effects of the project to ensure the member-
ship is well informed and are able to properly engage 
with us as we consider how to maintain and opera-
tions at the field at the level we expect and resource 
this development stage by stage. A separate article 
will be included in the “Transmitter” about this. 
 
Will Sipma has been negotiating with the council to 
adjust our boundaries. Recent advice from the council 
gives support to our request and the leasing depart-
ment is now considering how to make the changes to 
our lease. This will increase fly over area west of the 
current helicopter area and present another opportu-
nity for us to consider how best to fence and use the 
space. At this stage flying operations on the main strip 
and circuit will not be changing. The new area will us 
better clearance from the public in that area and may 
be used to adjust helicopter operations if that suits.  
 
Well done Will (again!). Without your tireless efforts 
these projects may not have been possible. 
 
All members need to consider carefully their own view 
on how the club should progress projects like these 
and attend our general meetings to share and discuss 
how we proceed. While flattering that members place 
so must trust in the committee to guide the club along, 
the balance of views from the wider membership are 
always sought but can only be acted upon at our 
meetings. Have your say and help us get things done. 
Attend the general meetings. 
 
Some of you may know that I have not been well over 
the last few months and am about to take a short 
break for some treatment. During this period Phil 
Gartshore will be covering for me. Thanks Phil. 
 
 
Happy Aeromodelling 
 
Allen Danvers 
 
 

Secretary Report 
 
Club Rules Update.  
This is nearing completion. We have been advised 
that the changes submitted to the Office of Fair Trad-
ing have been accepted.   
We will receive a written confirmation in due course. 
 
Mower Safety 
The committee has been investigating our obligations 
under workplace health and safety.  Workplace Health 
and Safety is administered by the Department of Jus-
tice and Attorney-General in Queensland. As an incor-
porated body we have obligations to ensure members, 
and visitors are not harmed whilst at our facility. If we 
have an incident and have not put in place appropriate 
procedures, we can be shut down until all issues are 
resolved to the satisfaction of Workplace Health and 
Safety. 
 
The committee has decided that the first task is to en-
sure we are operating the Hustler mower in a safe 
manner.  The first stage is this is to perform a risk as-
sessment. Noel Stewart has now completed this with 
the assistance of the Dave Walker, Gregor Kruberg 
and the other volunteers. 
The next stage is to develop an operating procedure 
for the mower that mitigates the risks identified in the 
risk assessment. This will address issues like: 
• Mowing near people; 
• Mowing in front of the flight line; and, 
• Mowing the helicopter hover area. 
Noel and the team are working through the issues, 
including whether closing the field during some mow-
ing activities is warranted to conform to work place 
health and safety.  This will be raised at coming Gen-
eral Meetings. 
 
Hazardous Waste Inspection 
We have been contacted by BCC for a hazardous 
waste inspection.  This will be conducted in the last 
week of February.  Hazardous waste can include 
things like asbestos, paint, Pesticides, insecticides, 
herbicides and fertilisers.  
We will provide and update at the next General Meet-
ing. 
 
Club House Project 
Will is working hard on the club house project, and to 
give members more visibility of the planning, I have 
included a short overview with some diagrams in this 
edition of the Transmitter to assist.  This is a long term 
project which will take time to complete unless the 
club is give a grant, or other funds, to allow us com-
plete it earlier. If you have questions, please ask Will 
or one of your committee members. 
 
Aeration of the Strip 
You will recall that Council was kind enough to aerate 
and top dress the strip for us last year.  We have been 
contacted by Council again offering to do the aeration 
again in2010.  On your behalf, we said, “Yes Please!”.   



 

Stand by for more information about timing and tem-
porary field closures to get this important work com-
pleted. 
 
MAAQ Registrar Treasurer Resigns 
I’m saddened to announce that Robin Klau has re-
signed at MAAQ Treasurer/Registrar due to irreconcil-
able differences with the MAAQ Committee.  Robin 
has been a vigorous treasurer and assisted club 
treasurers to implement the MAAA system to stream-
line processing of applications and renewals. His res-
ignation is effective from 28th February 2010.   
His duties will be taken over by the MAAQ Secretary, 
Darryl Gunst. 
 
Movies at TMAC 
The committee has approved the use of Porter Field 
for a movie shoot in March.  Shooting will be at night 
only over about four nights, and will occur at the east-
ern end of the field.  The movie company will pay 
TMAC $300 per night to use its facility. There may be 
some lighting towers which impinge slightly on the 
eastern approach during this time.  An indemnity from 
will be provided by the production company covering 
TMAC during the filming. The movie company will also 
make good any damage which occurs during filming. 
Look out for a NOTAM relating to this activity in due 
course. 
 
Safe flying everyone, 
Phil Gartshore. 
 

The Inaugural TMAC EDF Jet Day 
 
Well the first Electric Duct Fan Jet day was held at 
TMAC on Sunday 28th February hosted by Chad Bar-
rett from Xtreme Hobby & Kevin Dodd. With the 
weather changing with every hour the morning was 
looking like a possible wash out with rain in the early 
morning, however someone booked a fine day for the 
rest of the day for all to enjoy.  
 
With a full crew of helpers from Xtreme Hobby on 
hand to help everyone get their model ready & pow-
ered up for the day was a fantastic success. The BBQ 
was cooked by Kevin's wife Nan with nobody going 
hungry, many thanks to Nan for your generous help & 
support. 
 
With well over a hundred registered pilots & even 
more models on show the day continued long into the 
afternoon with many pilots staying on to enjoy the 
great Queensland weather & sunshine. I must admit I 
have not seen the car park so crowed for a long time. 
 
Despite the best efforts of Dave Walker to get the 
grass as short as possible the luxuriant turf at TMAC 
did prove a takeoff challenge for a few models and 
pilots. While there were a few broken wings but ,there 
was no signs of upset customers as all were repair-
able & the smiles on their faces for the fun they re-
ceived painted a great picture. If you have never seen 
what some of these essentially foam models can do 
come down to the field some morning and check them 
out. You will be amazed by what they can do. 
 
Chad & Kevin would like to thank all the members & 
visitors from local & interstate for supporting such a 
great event at the TMAC porter field. One interstate 
guest Joseph Frost brought many EDF models along 
for all to enjoy, a bus load in fact with full detailed 
paint work to boot. 
 
I also believe that representatives from at least one of 
the local aeromodelling magazines were in atten-
dance so look out for their story in coming editions. 
 
Many thanks to Dave Walker for helping setup the 
field, Nan for the terrific BBQ and all the TMAC mem-
bers who helped behind the scenes to bring the event 
together. I have no doubt it will be on again in 2011. 
 
Check out some of the action on pages 8 & 9 and on 
the TMAC website. 

Bunker Extensions 
 

Notice of Motion 
 
I, Willem Sipma in accordance with rule 28 (7), move 

that the Management Committee be given the au-

thority to spend up to $6600.00 to proceed with the 

slab and associated works for the Kitchen Tea 

Room. This Notice of Motion is to be voted on at the 

April general meeting. 

For further information refer to details on pages 6 & 7 
or I can be contacted on 39012208 or at the March 
General Meeting.  
Will Sipma (VH 22831) 
 

April General Meeting 
 
Please note that the April General Meeting will be held on Monday 12th of 
April as opposed to Monday 5th of April which is Easter Monday this year. 

Usual time and place. 
Also note that there will be no General Meeting in May. 



 

Safety Issues—Distraction Action 
 
When we started to learn to fly model aircraft we were 
all very careful in how we went about things. We check 
everything carefully and keep an eye on things when 
flying. However over time we tend to become a bit com-
placent in what we do. We become more easily dis-
tracted when arriving at the field and assembling mod-
els. Because we are no longer a beginner we are better 
at flying so tend to relax a bit on the flight line and talk 
to those around us. So  what’s the problem we’re good 
at this stuff now, aren’t we? 
 
The following article is written by Don Nix the Safety 
Columnist from the AMA Insider. Both types of incident 
described here have happened at TMAC. I have seen 
them and they happened to experienced flyers. 
 
After reading this you may wish to check out the article 
on pre-flight checks in the May—June 2009 issue of the 
TMAC Transmitter. 
 
 
Once upon a midnight dreary, as I pondered weak 
and weary…. 
 
Actually, it was last night, considerably before midnight, 
not dreary at all, while I was pondering what to write for 
this column. Then I began to recall some incidents 
where distraction at the flying field had caused crashes. 
Here are two in which I was personally involved. 
 
As I’ve mentioned in past columns, when I lived in 
Southern California most of my flying was done at Mile 
Square Park in Orange County. Mile Square was the 
busiest RC park I ever saw, and quite possibly the busi-
est in the US. I say “was,” because it was closed to 
model flying some years ago. 
 
The runway was an abandoned WW II military airfield, 
the RC part 2,000-feet long. There were 12 pilot sta-
tions, and on good weather weekends it was not un-
usual to have 50 or 60 fliers at the field and all 12 sta-
tions “hot” at the same time. One particular distraction 
incident remains clear in my memory although it took 
place more than 20 years ago. 
 
A good friend of mine did a lot of teaching. When new-
bies came to fly for the first time, they were usually di-
rected to George to get them on the buddy box and 
start learning. One Saturday, George called me over 
just before starting a beginner’s engine. “Don, before I 
get this fellow on the buddy box, you take his transmit-
ter. After takeoff, I’ll trim mine, then turn it over to you to 
get his box trimmed out so he won’t have to struggle 
with it.” I agreed, and after George made a couple of 
circuits said, “Okay, Don, you take it and trim his box.” 
 
I had control of the model for perhaps a hundred yards 
when we heard someone scream, “HEADS UP!” fol-
lowed by the unmistakable sound of a model under full-

power and, even without seeing it, could hear it was 
coming toward us. 
 
Naturally, we ducked and a split second later the air-
plane crashed hard on the pavement three or four 
yards from our feet. As soon as we realized we had not 
been hit, our attention turned back to the model we 
were test flying. This happened to be at a moment 
when almost all the other stations had models in the air 
at the same time. The sky looked and sounded more 
like a swarm of large bees than a model flying field. 
 
Scanning the air for our model, George yelled, “I’ve got 
it!” quickly followed by, “No, that wasn’t it; I think it’s that 
one!” The sun was at the point where most of the air-
planes in the air appeared to be almost silhouetted 
against the sky and were hard to distinguish from each 
another in the flock on the far side of the circuit. (The 
TMAC field has a similar problem in the south east cor-
ner on winter mornings. Ed) 
 
George repeated the phrase two or three times over the 
next 15 seconds, until it was obvious that none of the 
models were ours and that it was apparently gone into 
Never-Never Land out of sight somewhere beyond the 
trees in the distance. There was nothing to do but hand 
the owner’s transmitter back to him, tell him we had no 
idea where his model had gone, followed with a heart-
felt apology. Understandably, the fellow was somewhat 
bewildered and heartbroken, having no idea such a bi-
zarre thing could happen. However, this story does 
have a happy ending. 
 
About a half-hour later, while the owner was packing up 
his gear to leave, a van bearing the logo of a gas sta-
tion/auto repair shop came driving up. The driver got 
out, picked “our” model, totally unblemished, out of the 
back and asked, “Does this belong to someone here?” 
 
After we got control of our astonishment, he explained: 
He and another mechanic were working on a car when 
one of them looked up in time to see the model, propel-
ler stopped, rolling up quietly into an empty service bay. 
One exclaimed, “Where the (bleep) did that come 
from?” By then, several had gathered around, and one 
commented that a lot of such models were flown at Mile 
Square Park, a couple miles distant, so they decided to 
give it a try. Obviously, the plane, perfectly trimmed by 
George, had flown the distance, run out of fuel and 
glided to a stop, just yards from a busy street. 
 
I realize the above sounds totally unbelievable, but I 
was there. 
 
There is also a good lesson hidden in that incident. The 
last time I looked, a couple of lines in the AMA rule 
book clearly state that each model should have the 
owner’s name, address, and phone number some-
where on or in it. This is a rule that is rarely taken seri-
ously. 

(Continued on page 10) 
 



 

TMAC Club House Project 
The club is working on a project to complete a club house project over the next few years.  When completed, there 
will be a first floor club house with balcony overlooking the field. A motion to spend up to $4,000 on initial works 
was passed at the February 2010 meeting, which is the commencement of this important project. The target is to 
complete the first phase this year 
Prior to construction, power and water will have to be relocated, and the pole mounted on the western side of the 
existing bunker, removed. 

Figure 1. Stage 1 Proposed second Structure (Slab roof not shown) 
The first stage is to construct a second “bunker” to the west of the current one.  This will have a similar construc-
tion to the current bunker, but include a standard door opening, three window openings and a servery. The posi-
tioning (Figure 1) is intended to leave a breezeway between the two buildings, and to allow it to support a first floor 
when funds are available for construction. 

Figure 2. Future Stage. Club House constructed over existing two buildings (Roof not shown). 
 
The intent is to install facilities for tea and coffee making, sink, and gas cooking to allow it to be used for catering 
during events.  The windows will have metal grills installed to allow the “bogans” to see that there is nothing of 
value to steal. 

Figure 3. Completed club house from the Pilot's Position side. 



 

A future stage (Figures 2, 3 and 4) will construct the first floor club house with a cantilevered veranda for view-
ing the field.  It will include parking underneath to allow us to maintain most of the current parking positions. 

Figure 4. Completed Club House view from Carpark. 
 

The existing steel shade over the main frequency board, will be relocated to the west to align with the eastern 
side of the current bunker (Figure 2). 

Figure 5.  Completed Club House viewed from "Noel's Shed". 
 

We hope that this has provided some clarity as to the club’s plans for an on-site club hours.  If you have ques-

tions, please speak to Will Sipma or one of the Committee members. 

Working Bee this weekend  
 

• Where—TMAC field 
 
• When—Saturday 6th March from 07:00 hours 
 
• Why—General maintenance to keep the place looking good for 

the upcoming events. 
 
• Who—All members are invited, so please don’t feel left out. 
 
The field will be closed to all flying from 07:00hrs until the required 

work is complete. 



 

 

Just a small section of the action from the recent 
EDF Jet Day at TMAC 



 

 



 

(Safety Issues—continued from page 5) 
 
The second incident of distraction disaster took place 
back in the 1990s after I had moved back to Texas 
and was living in a small town near Austin. A friend 
from out of state was visiting, expressed curiosity 
about RC flying, and I, anxious to show off, said, “Hey, 
I have permission to fly models at our little local air-
port. C’mon … I’ll show you how these things work!” 
 
I took my favorite, a big 1.20-powered aerobatic 
model. As I was putting the wings on, getting fueled 
up and ready to go, I was being a smart guy, explain-
ing how everything worked. My friend stroked my ego 
with admiring comments. I started the engine, taxied 
to the takeoff spot, shoved the throttle full forward, 
broke ground and started a great climb-out. What hap-
pened next wasn’t pretty. 
 
Almost immediately, the model became uncontrolla-
ble, trying to roll from side to side. Within another two 
or three seconds it rolled on its back, diving straight 

into the pavement. I was stunned. We went over, 
picked up the wreckage and took it back to my van. I 
took the wings off, commenting lamely that the only 
thing I could think of was radio interference, which I 
had never experienced at that field. 
 
I unbolted the wing, lifted it off and reached to discon-
nect the aileron servo leads from the receiver and 
found I didn’t have to. In my eagerness to impress my 
friend and basking in the glow of his comments, I had 
never connected them. 
 
Having been a full-scale pilot for decades and thou-
sands of flying hours in addition to years of flying RC, I 
truly believe this was the single, solitary time in either 
that I never checked for full movement of all the con-
trols before takeoff. 
 
We should never, ever be complacent about safety, 
no matter what the level of our experience—novice or 
expert. 
 

 

Spotted recently at TMAC 



 

 
TMAC in association with the Southern Cross Air Force invite you to 

 

Warbirds Day 
At the Tingalpa field 

 
Sunday 14th March  

 
Pilot Briefing at 08:45hrs 
Authentic Warbirds only 

 
BBQ and drinks available at the field 

 
 

 

 

 
INVITATION  

To All LARCS Modelers 
 

 

All members of LARCS are invited to attend a 

Sunday morning fly-in and a social get together. 
 

Sunday 28
th
 March 

 

At TMAC Porter Field, Tingalpa 
 

Bring your Sunday flyer or any model 

 Flying commences at 8.00 am 

 

TMAC will host a mid morning Bar-B-Q with 

proceeds to Royal Flying Doctors. 

 

It will be a low key and non coordinated event. 

This is an opportunity to catch up with fellow 

modelers, have a fly and have a good time. 

 
TMAC Contact Gregor Kruberg 3397 5697        LARCS Contact Mike Ross 

 



 

Upcoming Events at TMAC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• During working bees the field will be closed to all flying from 
07:00hrs until work complete. 

• During event days the field may be closed to general flying. 
 

  
If undeliverable, please return to: 

 
 The Secretary, 
 Tingalpa Model Aero Club Inc 
 PO Box 2108 
 Tingalpa QLD 4173 
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Saturday 6th March Field Maintenance  Working Bee 

Sunday 14th March Event Warbirds Day 

Sunday 28th March Event LARCS Invitational 

Monday 12th April Meeting Club General Meeting 

Saturday 10th April Field Maintenance  Working Bee 

Sunday 18th April Event Electric Rally 


